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Professor of Environmental/Analytical Chemistry

Bommanna G. Loganathan (1990 Ph.D.)

I am deeply saddened by the demise of Professor Ryo Tatsukawa. | was so blessed to have an opportunity
to pursue my Ph.D in environmental chemistry under his guidance during 1986-1990. It was a great
learning experience and inspiration not only during my time at his lab, but also my subsequent career as
an educator and researcher. His two words “Something New” is still keep me engaged and positively
influencing my undergraduate and graduate students.

Professor Tatsukawa was the ideal professor. He was so dedicated to his students, teaching them
mentoring them and he believed that they were the future leaders/scientists who will solve the world’s
future environmental problems. Professor Tatsukawa was committed to international students and strongly
believed in internationalization and inclusion. He always created a supportive environment for students.
He stimulated their intellectual curiosity and inspired them by being a role model. Professor Tatsukawa
guided and connected his students to appropriate resources for their professional development after
graduation.

Professor Tatsukawa was always at the cutting edge of new environmental science research. He
introduced new areas of research, the results of which minimize toxic pollutants’ exposure and protect
global environment and its living resources. Very few individuals have had such a worldwide impact on

environmental science/conservation. Environmental scientists and educators around the world will miss

him greatly.

Image 1: Photo taken during a party in Professor Image 2: Photo taken during Ph.D Graduation
Tatsukawa's home along with other students (~1987). Ceremony at Ehime University on March 22, 1990.
Left to Right: Mrs. Tatsukawa, Professor Tatsukawa, Left to Right: B. Loganathan with Ph.D. Degree
Professor Tatsukawa'’s former student (name not known) Certificate, Ehime University President and Professor
and myself (B. Loganathan). Tatsukawa.
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Walking with a giant

Kannan Narayanan (1989 PhD.)

Ryo Tatsukawa was a lean, soft spoken gentle man. It was really hard to believe that he could be the
most influential academic in Japan. He had a vision, a dream and he knew how to execute it cleverly.
I was told that behind his success, his wife played a major role. Again, that would be unbelievable as
well, because she is very unassuming as well. But both of them have contributed immensely to the
development of Environmental awareness and conservation on a global scale, more so in Asian sector.
Prof. Tatsukawa probably thought of a ‘paying back tribute to Asia’ after the second world war and he
did that in an ingenious way by training a battalion of young Asian students from middle east to far east
on Environmental Chemistry and Toxicology. I remember his contribution in the following way when
a Canadian scientist remarked in one of the SETAC meetings in Toronto that Dr. Tanabe & Dr. Kannan
have completed studying everything on coplanar PCBs and why are we here and what do we do? That
was a powerful remark glorifying the vigor of Prof. Tatsukawa’s research. Naturally, such an address in an
international meeting fired up further research on a global scale and now every Dioxin research includes
studies on coplanar PCBs which are now called, “Dioxin-Like PCBs”. That is certainly a victory story of
Prof. Tatsukawa, executed powerfully by Prof. S. Tanabe.

Tatsukawa as a person had a mild temperament and he was very rarely upset about anything. He only
suggests and never dictates things. He also has a mild sense of humor. Computers were new in 1980s but
computer games were very popular already. He thought that I being new to computers may be fascinated
by computer games. So like a protective father he told me not to be friendly with anybody addicted to
computer games! That was quite helpful not wasting those precious time in Japan. At that time I had the
highest publication record with Prof. Tanabe. Our paper became a “citation Classic “a title [ was dreaming
for! He also discouraged me not to learn Japanese because it would waste my research time. I did as
he suggested. However, now I regret that I should have attended those Japanese classes by Furia sensei
more often. A language is the cultural window to a new world. However from his perspective, analytical
chemistry was much more important than Japanese language. He was indeed a dedicated scientist.

He is now very well remembered for his scientific contributions globally and he is remembered fondly by

his hundreds of students globally.
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The boss 1s always right

Keerthi Siri Guruge (1997 PhD.)

IMEELRR D13 1994 F, ROEFETEEVIILILR VAN TL A, BRIIGEKF
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TWEED Z X TT, &I, ?%Wﬂm&éxwvﬁgixféﬁﬂf\ﬁ@*‘”ﬂ&%o
JarzazxarsyIixhshrslhiunrsizoditnid T, FREME M T 5 L
Ttk 2o r2HALTINIEL &,

Lo l, o4 ME LA T ERRICEERSERZOFRE L), BAL L ELE
BORKETIEFENEELZYIITEIRATL A,

1997 F12i 2 2 FR 2R T, “BlIRY) 70 AR LTARICESLTL LY YAaEEIRIZTV
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“ The boss is always right”
EEYLRE S (H OB LREMBELIADS ZNIZL, BTR2EADTELIL TR YHED
F—=FNIZE LN 2EBT LI TEIEL /2,

k0 Tl “xﬁ%%%%u%ka% 2522 e BT A IREICRIL
FOURCHELBARBROHEETLCLEIVWE LA, REDHECITARAIZT] X4Eo N Tl
TLxIo

INEEICHEW, REDERTHLZLESHLENIZERS>TWET,

I will always cherish the memories I made with this Great Mentor.
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Kim, Eun-Young (4 B 3) (1997 Ph.D.)

INEEIZMD THBAENWL DX, R2#HEEOBEE (Kyung Hee) KFRFR THLRIEDN
REFREDEHET LA, 2025, RIIHEAOAERAR THL L TLE 3 v 4 (Won Pyong-Oh)
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o 2 LEBRE2AL T, FMAROUROREICEIHILELL YA TEEL /A,

2%, ROVFEORFICHET 52 ) RENTHBHB IR - 28, 2T TX
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My heartfelt condolences

Kurunthachalam Kannan (1994 Ph.D.)

Prof. Tatsukawa is truly a charismatic leader and he touched the lives of many throughout the world. We

will aii miss him deeply but his legacy will live on forever.

19.03.2076
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Images of Prof. Tatsukawa kept forever
in the heart of the Vietnamese students

Le Thi Hai Le (2000 Ph.D.)

I was deeply saddened to hear about the death of Prof. Ryo Tastukawa.

I think I am one of the lucky Vietnamese students to come to study at Ehime University (1997-2000). Here
I and the Vietnamese students were honored to know Prof. Tatsukawa. To our knowledge, he was the first
professor who builds cooperation between Ehime University and other universities in developing countries
such as Vietnam, in the field of environmental chemistry. Thanks to Prof. Ryo Tatsukawa and Prof.
Shinsuke Tanabe, we know the concepts, methods and experiences to solving environmental problems.
The lessons learned from him have helped us effectively in our works in Vietnam. We promise that we
will continue to strive follow the career of Prof. RyoTatsukawa to contribute to the global environmental
protection.

Please accept my most condolences to his family. I wish his soul rest in the peace.

The Vietnamese ex—student
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Long Live Prof. Ryo Tatsukawa’s achievements and
memories

Senthil Kumar Kurunthachalam (1998 Ph.D.)

Long Live Prof. Ryo Tatsukawa’s achievements and memories. Proud to be one of Tatsukawa’s/Shinsuke
Tanabe’s products.

When I join Ehime in 1995 under supervision of Prof. S. Tanabe/Tatsukawa, I got influenced Prof.
Tatsukawa’s name, fame, extra ordinary talents in the field of environmental chemistry. Especially it is
worth mentioning his advises and critics on accumulation of organotins in bird feather as S-H group can
form link with inorganic components such as butyltins and accumulate in feathers of aquatic ocean birds.
This has led me to analyze organotins and organochlorines in feather which has given me an added value
with my doctoral assignment.

Prof. Tatsukawa is soft spoken, strong personality and highly influencing to drive us in new innovative
path in environmental analysis. Sometime | joined as a doctoral student in Ehime, he moved to Ehime
Municipal Office as an Environmental Advisor of Ehime Ken. However, he never forget to attend all the
seminars and half yearly research proceedings in Nogakubu (Agriculture Campus where I did my PhD) and
he motivate all students/research fellows at his level best. Without Prof. Tatsukawa and Prof. Tanabe Ehime
University cannot achieve the name “One of The World’s Best Environmental Lab”.

Despite my major field of interest prior to join Ehime was Microbiology, Prof. Tatsukawa’s/Shinsuke
Tanabe’s combination soak me deep in to environmental chemistry field so quick and shape me to achieve
a doctoral degree within three years. Since then I didn’t even turn to my parental microbiology field as
their influence (along with Dr K. Kannan) made me to continue in environmental and analytical chemistry
field as two year JSPS fellow in Yokohama National University in Yokohama, four year each in Shimadzu
in Kyoto & Savannah State University, USA, One year at TUV-SUD in India and at present in Sadara (Dow
and Aramco) Chemical Company in Saudi Arabia. Particularly, holding AS&T Scientist job in world’s
largest petrochemical industry (Sadara) is not possible unless we have to prove ourselves that we are fast
in troubleshooting and decision making in more than 225 GC and GC-MS analysis from more than several
thousand of chemicals. All these credit goes not only to my family, brother Kannan but also it should goes
to Prof. Tatsukawa’s/Shinsuke Tanabe. I shouldn’t omit my colleagues Dr. Nakata, Dr. Shin Takahashi,
Mafumi Watanabe, family friends Late K. Shimada, Mrs Yurico, Mrs Kithahashi, Mrs Hideko and Mrs
Miho Nakamura. On the whole, Prof. Ryo Tatsukawa you will be always in my memory and your great

advises will be followed in entire path of my LIFE.
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Tatsukawa sensei as my teacher, guide, friend
and philosopher

Subramanian Annamalai (1988 Ph.D.)

I was a doctoral student of Prof. Tatsukawa. I was in his laboratory, Department of Environment
Conservation at the Faculty of Agriculture of Ehime University from October 1983 to March 1988. During
that period I did my doctoral course with his guidance from April 1985 to March 1988. He was not only
my Ph.D. supervisor but my mentor, philosopher, friend and guide. His simple advises helped me to meet
big challenges and achieve greater heights in my academic and research life.

In 1988, when I was about to return to India after the completion of my Monbusho Fellowship, I asked for
a job in Japan. Tatsukawa sensei told me “you have learnt something in Japan. Go back and use this for the
betterment of your country”. I did and I could do good research in India on organohalogens which is now
considered as one among the pioneering research in developing countries. I taught environmental chemistry
to many Indian students and some of them are now holding higher positions in India. I am proud of it and
this pride is one among the several gifts given to me by Tatsukawa sensei.

Once when I was not able to eat some foreign food somewhere, sensei told me “if you want to be a global
citizen, eat anything and drink anything; don’t expect and any taste while eating a new food; all food items
are made for eating by human from some part of the world; you are just one among them”. How true these
words are! I follow this till now. This has enabled me to travel anywhere, join ship cruises, go for sampling
even in remote corners of the world, etc. This is the basis for all the achievements I made. Thank you
sensei.

Tatsukawa sensei is versatile and highly knowledgeable. He knows ‘everything’. In 1987 I went with
Tatsukawa sensei, Shinsuke Tanabe, Katsuhisa Honda and some others for sampling in India. We hired cars
and travelled on road to several places. On way to Mysore, sensei asked the driver to stop the car and using
a small chisel and hammer chipped a small piece of rock from a nearby hillock and explained about it to
all of us as if he was a specialist in stratigraphy. In New Delhi sensei explained the history of Red Fort and
in Agra about Tajmahal as if he is a historian. In Kolkata he narrated the origin and stories of Kali Pooja
(worship to Goddess Kali) as if he is Hindu activist. In the leisure hours after our sampling near the place
Thanjavur, he not only explained about Thanjavur Big Temple built by the Chola King Rajarajan but also
about a temple built by his son Rajendra Cholan at a nearby place called Gangai Konda Cholapuram. Many
of his explanations were new to me and the other Japanese and Indian students who have accompanied
us for sampling. In Nilgiris he has explained us the life histories of different monkeys. Do you know the
reason for the monkey style of action? Yes. I came to know about it also from sensei!

During my visits to some countries with sensei he always had something to explain to us. He could talk
about Antarctic to Arctic — east to west around the globe. I believe that there is nothing in this world and
also in space about which Tatsukawa sensei could not talk. His demise is very big loss to the scientific
world.

If allowed I can write a book about Tatsukawa sensei. I am not only his student but also his follower and
admirer. He is my role model and so I can write volumes about him. But the allowed space in this book will
not permit. So, I stop here. I want his noble soul to rest in peace. If there is rebirth I want to be his student

again.
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The teacher who always finding a new knowledge

Supawat Kan-Atireklap (1997 Ph.D.)

In 1991, my first trip aboard was visited Prof. Ryo Tatsukawa’s laboratory in Matsuyama supported by
JICA scholarship for training. At that time, it was a great time for me to joint and training in his laboratory.
This laboratory is never go to sleep and always very actives. Prof. Ryo Tatsukawa is very good teacher.
During my training and Ph.D.’s study, he was very kind and gave a lot of knowledge to me. When I will
return home, he gave me a short phrase “Something new”. I was feel that it was very good meaning for all

students. I was always keep his phrase in mind for my work.
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